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Edition 7 – December 2009
	Welcome to the 7th edition of the newsletter. In this letter, we have included an recent news on the H1N1 virus from the American Veterinary Association Website, as well as some information on the H3N8 virus. We thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter and appreciate any feedback, informational pet care tips, and cute pet humor that other readers may find useful or entertaining in our upcoming newsletters. Please feel free to email us at: madchen82@yahoo.com
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  Pigs, people, and now, pets
Cats and ferrets are latest to succumb to H1N1
Source:  The American Veterinary Medical Association Website:  AVMA.ORG
If people weren't worried enough already about the 2009 H1N1 influenza virus, news that even pets aren't safe from the novel flu bug certainly didn't help. Iowastate officials confirmed Nov. 4 that a 13-year-old indoor cat had the dubious distinction of being the first feline known to have contracted the H1N1 viral strain. As word of additional feline H1N1 infections spread, the Oregon state public health veterinarian announced that a pet cat sick with the virus had died Nov. 7.

News of the first known H1N1 feline infection followed on the heels of another first: A pet ferret in Portland, Ore., had tested positive for H1N1 in early October. Later that month, the virus was confirmed in three ill ferrets owned by a different family that were taken to a veterinary clinic in Roseburg in the southwest part of the state. The owners of the cats and ferrets reported that family members had been suffering from flulike symptoms just prior to the pets' illnesses. The animals were treated by their veterinarians and recovered.
Not all ferrets infected with the H1N1 virus recovered, however, and the virus is known to have contributed to the death of a pet ferret in Nebraska. Yet again, the owners had been sick first.

H1N1 continues cropping up among domestic livestock. Notably, the U.S. Department of Agriculture confirmed the first novel H1N1 infections in commercial swine. Dr. Bret D. Marsh, Indiana state veterinarian and AVMA treasurer, said in an announcement Nov. 2 that the affected animals had recovered from the illness, and a private practice veterinarian was caring for the Indiana herd.The herd owner reported to agriculture authorities that workers at the farm displayed flulike symptoms shortly before the infection was discovered.

On the other hand, it isn't yet known whether dogs are susceptible to the H1N1 virus. They are, however, prone to the H3N8 canine influenza strain. Meanwhile, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announced Nov. 11 that at least 4,000 Americans had likely died of H1N1 infection.
To read the full article, please visit the AVMA website at http://www.avma.org/onlnews/javma/dec09/091215k.asp

H3N8 (Dog Flu) 
 

The canine influenza virus, H3N8, is not a human influenza virus. It was originally an equine influenza virus which spread to dogs and can now be spread between dogs.  Since 2004, it has been spreading across the United States and has now been identified in 20 states. H3N8 has been found it can be spread via direct contact with respiratory secretions from infected dogs and by contact with contaminated bedding or other objects. 

The symptoms of this illness in dogs may include cough, runny nose and fever. The number of dogs infected with this disease that die is very small; however, a small percentage of infected dogs can become seriously ill. According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), nearly all dogs are susceptible to infection and about 80 percent of exposed dogs will have a mild form of the disease.
[image: image3.jpg]


  Our 2009 Holiday Contest  [image: image4.jpg]




Send us your pet's picture to be displayed on our website, and then be entered to win one of 3 great prizes for your pet! On December 12th, 3 names will be randomly picked. The first entry picked wins win a grand prize, and the next two entries picked win second place prizes.
Grand Prize
Gift bag full of pet toys ($60.00) retail value
 
Second Place
2 Winners - Gift bag full of pet toys ($30.00) retail value 


Three entries will be hand-picked randomly on 12/12/09, announced on 12/13/09, and on 12/15/09 gifts will be mailed. Up to 3 entries per family (must be 3 different pets). Gift bags may include bones, plush toys, rope toys, dog treats. Gift bags will be created based on your pet's size. Sending us your pet's picture grants us permission to display the photo soley on our website, www.noworriespets.com under "We love the pets we care for!".  All entries must be received by email by 12/12/09 at midnight. The contest is open to all clients who use No Worries Petsitting for their pet sitting needs. In accepting the prize, the winner(s), acknowledge that No Worries Petsitting may not be held liable for any loss, damages or injury associated with accepting or using the prize(s).  The prize is not redeemable in cash and must be accepted as awarded.
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